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MORCH, 1852-53, CATALOGUSCONCHYLIORUM;PROPOSEDUSE
OF THE PLENARYPOWERSTO PLACE ONTHE OFFICIAL LIST OF
WORKS, AND TO DESIGNATE A TYPE-SPECIES FOR P8EUDA-

MUSSIUMMORCH, 1853 (PELECYPODA). Z.N.(S.) 1501

By T. Soot-Ryen {Oslo)

The purpose of this application is to ask the International Commission on
Zoological Nomenclature to use its plenary powers to place 0. A. L. Morch :

Catalogus Conchyliorum quae reliquit D. Alphmiso D'Aguirra ds Gadea Comes
de Yoldi, pts. I and II, Hafniae, 1852, 1853, on the OflScial List of Works
approved as available for Zoological Nomenclature, and to decide that the tjrpe-

species of Pseudamussium Morch, 1853 (pt. 2, p. 59) should be Pecten septem-

radiatus MiiUer, 1776 = Pecten pseudamusium, Chemnitz, 1784, according to

the view of Stewart, 1930 (p. 122).

2. The name Pseudamussium was first listed by Herrmannsen, 1847 (p. 340),

with reference to Pseud- Amusium Klein, but without any species or other

indication. This name is a nomen nudum. In 1853 Morch (p. 59) used

Pseudamussium Klein in a generic sense and listed two species : glaber Linnaeus,

with variation Solaris Born, and septemradiatus MiiUer with P. danicus Chemnitz,

P. pseudamussium Chemnitz and P. adspersus Lamarck as synonjrms. One
of the two species, glaber Lmnaeus or septemradiatus MiiUer must be the type

of this nomenclatural unit. Kobelt, 1881 (p. 373) designated P. glaber Linnaeus

as type-species, Avhile Stewart, 1930 (p. 122) claims that P. septemradiatus

MiiUer must be the t3q)e-species by absolute tautonymy as Morch placed

pseudamussium Chemnitz as a synonym. Chemnitz, 1784 (p. 298) used

Klein's (1753) name Pseud- Amusium but actuaUy described septemradiatus

MiiUer.

3. H. & A. Adams, 1858 (p. 553) used Pseudamussium Klein, listing no

less than 21 specjes under this heading, amongst them glaber Linnaeus,

septemradiatus MiiUer, and hybridus Gmelin. Stoliczka, 1871 (p. 426) designated

P. exoticus Chemnitz as type-species since it apparently is identical with

Ostrea hybrida Gmelin, 1791.

4. North, 1951 (pp. 231-233) has discussed the nomenclatural problem of

Pseudamussium, Klein. He is of the opinion that Morch's catalogue is not

avaUable for nomenclatural purposes, on the grounds that it is merely a sale

catalogue and was probably not widely distributed. He discusses the type-

designation by Kobelt and Stewart's view of absolute tautonymy. North

dates Pseudamussium. from H. & A. Adams but rejects the designation made
by Stohczka of exoticus Chemnitz as type, on the grounds that the specific

name exoticus carniot date from Chemnitz. The designation by Dall, 1898

(p. 751) of hybridus Gmelin, 1791, is accepted by North as valid. Grau, 1959

(pp. 57-63) discussed the problemmainly in accordance with the view of North.

5. As will be understood from the foregoing paragraph the supraspecific

name Pseudamussium has been used for two quite different groups of pectinids

by various authors depending on the dating of the name from Morch, 1853,
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or H. & A. Adams, 1858. The essential question is therefore : is Morch's

Yoldi Catalogue available for nomenclatural purposes or not ?

6. The question of the validity of Morch's catalogue is very important as

many of his supraspecific names are and have been in commonuse for a century.

A brief examination of the two volumes shows that he named 20 gastropod

groups and used 5 of Klein's genera, further that he named 10 pelecjrpod groups

and used 5 of Klein's genera. This gives together 40 supraspecific names,

which are famihar to malacologists and in use today, beside those names

which have fallen into sjmonymy. In the interests of stabihty of nomenclature

I highly recommend that Morch's catalogue may be made available for nomen-

clatural use by the exercise of the plenary powers.

7. When Morch used the name Pseudumussium Klein, who in 1753 named
a shell Pseud-amusium, a name later used by Chemnitz, 1784 (p. 298), he

certainly knew that Chemnitz had used the name in another sense. The
description and figures of Chemnitz represent the species described as Pecten

septemradiatus by Miiller, 1776, and Chemnitz's references to Lister, 1685,

and Klein, 1753, were erroneous. Chemnitz himself corrected his error in

1795, when he described the shell mentioned by Lister and Klein as Pecten

exoticus. Therefore there seems to be no doubt about the fact that the real

species pseudamusium of Chemnitz, 1784, is septemradiatus Miiller. Stewart's

view that this species is the type by absolute tautonymy, however, is wTong
because Chemnitz is not considered to be a binominal author and his specific

names are therefore not available (Opinion 184).

8. Referring to what is stated above I ask the International Commission

on Zoological Nomenclature

:

(1) to use its plenary powers :

(a) to validate the work of Morch, 1853-1858, Catalogus Conchyliorum

quae reliquit D. Alphonso D'Aguirra cfe Gadea Comes de Yoldi,

Pts. I and II, Hafniae, 1852, 1853, in spite of the fact that this

work was not pubhshed for the purposes of zoological nomen-
clature

;

(b) to set aside all designations of type-species for the generic name
Pseudumussium Morch, 1853, made prior to the Ruling now
requested and, having done so, to designate Pecten septem-

radiatus Miiller, 1776, to be the type-species of that genus ;

(2) to place the generic name Pseudamussium Morch, 1853 (gender :

neuter), type-species, by designation under the plenary powers

in (l)(b) above, Pecten septemradiatus Miiller, 1776, on the Official

List of Generic Names in Zoology
;

(3) to place the specific name septemradiatus MiiUer, 1776 (p. 248), as

published in the binomen Pecten septemradiatus (type-species of

Pseudamussium Morch, 1853) on the Official List of Specific Names
in Zoology.
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